Report of the Committee of Otological Research (November 16, 1917.) The Report of the Committee of Otological Research. THE Council of the Section of Otology appointed a Committee to organize otological research, and this Committee met at 109, Harley Street, W., on December 8, 1916; January 19, March 30, and July 20, 1917. (A) The Committee considered the question of the exchange of cases and agreed that: Any member of the Section who has undertaken to investigate cases of a certain type, and who desires material, should apply to the Committee, and other members will be informed on the Agenda Paper and at the Meetings of the Section, and will be invited to send such cases or notes to the investigator.
The difficulty of standardizing the tests for hearing was recognized as very great, but it was decided that greater detail of the tests for hearing used should be given in the reports of cases.
(B) A scheme for the tests of hearing was discussed and drawn up as follows R.
CONVERSATIONAL VOICE. L Single words or sentences with opposite ear closed. Distance from ear expressed as a fraction with distance at which voice is heard from normal ear as denominator.
WHISPER.
Conditions as above, but whisper produced by residual air after forced expiration. It is recognized that the voice tests are approximate only, as it is impossible to devise an exact standard. The words or phrases used to be recorded when possible.
WATCH OR POLITZER'S ACOUMETER. Distance from ear expressed as a fraction with distance at which watch is heard by a normal ear as denominator. The acoumeter should be held strictly vertically. Base of vibrating fork to be firmly pressed on mid-line of forehead and patient asked on which side it is more distinctly heard.
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Relative Bone and Air Conductor (Rinne).
The vibrating fork is alternately pressed firmly on the mastoid and held with limbs vertical and vibrating in coronal plane close to the meatus, the position in which the tone is heard longer being noted. Absolute Bonte Conductton (Schkwabach and Bing's Tests). In these tests the perception of a tuning fork pressed on the mastoid of a patient and of a normal observer is compared-(1) with the meatus open (Schwabach), or (2) with the meatus closed lightly by the finger (Bing) . The difference of the duration of perception expressed in seconds between the ears of observer and patient is noted. Tone Range. (1) (a) Upper limit of air conduction by Edelmann-Galton whistle or steel monochord (gauge of wire to be stated). (b) Upper limit of bone conduction by steel monochord.
(2) Lower limit of air and bone conduction by tuning forks. In all tuning fork tests the number of vibrations per second, and whether single or double, and the make of fork to be stated in each case.
(C) The method of preservation of specimens recommended:-The subject should be kept in an ice chamber after death, or wool soaked in formalin placed in each ear, and at the post-mortem both temporal bones should be removed by a sharp chisel, the superior semicircular canal opened, and the specimen placed in a 10 per cent. solution of formalin (40 per cent.).
Investigators are referred to the Committee if they require further information. EDWARD D. D. DAvis, H SOMRVILLE HASTINGS, October, 1917. 
